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TRAVELS THROUGH TIME 
A brief history of 
Indian-Indonesian exchanges

“I came 
as your Guest, 

I said...
In your woods 

by the sea 

where the 
south wind blows.

My Veena* is all 
I have with me.

Look at me, 
see if you

recognize me!”

- Rabindranath Tagore**, 
‘Sagarika’, a poem written on 

his journeys to Indonesia

* A string instrument used in Indian MusIc.
** Tagore is India’s Most important Poet, 

awarded the nobel prize for literature in 1913.
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Trade routes of southeast asia
srivijaya, kediri, khmer and champa 
around xII to early XIII century

“However, our journey 
does not span only distances. 
Ours spans centuries and 
generations. Generations of 
Indonesians and Indians working 
together to build the great 
future we live in today.
This is their story. This is our 
story. This is the story of India 
and Indonesia.”

“Most great journeys 
begin with a map. ”

“So do ours.”
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Hi, my name is Arya. 
I am a proud Indonesian. 
I am here to tell you a 

little story. Well, not quite 
little. In fact, it spans the 
nearly 5000 kilometres of 

ocean and islands that unite 
the two countries. There is 
so much history hidden in 

every inch of these 
5000 kilometres.

A 5000 kilometre 
history that is 

populated by the 
most interesting cast 

of characters.

People ranging 
from simple fisher 
folk to kings and 
politicians. From 

sages and priests 
to traders 

and merchants.

So join us on 
this epic journey. 
A journey that 

defines a culture. A 
journey that makes 
so many of us who 

we are.
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Our story 
begins at the very 

beginning. By around 500 
BCE, a Malay Polynesian 
race was inhabiting the 
land that is known today 

as Indonesia.

“We know that these simple folk
had already started understanding 

terrace cultivation of rice.”

This 
culture was 
also involved 
in metal work, 

carpentry, weaving, 
music and the 
dramatic arts.

“But the most beautiful aspect was that these people 
impacted so much of our region. Even though the only 
monuments they left us were dolmens, we can still 

trace so many psychological, cultural and sociological 
traditions to these early settlers.”
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The millennia-old relationship between India and Indonesia is evident in the official language of the island 
nation itself. The Indonesian Bahasa contains more than 750 loan words from the Sanskrit language!  

However, We are not sure 
who the first Indians to visit 

the land we now call Indonesia 
were. They might have been from 

Kalinga in present day Odisha, 
or from the Vengi region 

in Andhra Pradesh.

What we do 
know is that, in 
Odisha, there is 
still a festival 

known as Bali Jatra, 
commemorating the
first Oriya mariners 

to set sail for 
Indonesia.

Till date, Indian
immigrants are 

known as Kalings 
in the Malay 
Archipelago, 
specially the 
Medan region.

By the first century AD,
Sumatra had come to be known

as Suvarnadvipa or Suvarnabhumi
  the land of gold. There were

large numbers travelling to these
shores by this time, seduced by

the riches promised.
By the eighth century, 

Indianized Sumatran Malays had 
settled in Madagascar. DNA testing and 
words in the Malagasy language with 

Sanskrit origins have proved 
this without doubt. 

By now we are 
at the beginning of a 

movement to our lands 
from India. And with the 
Indians, came their ideas, 

their religions, their 
goods and most 
importantly, their 

thoughts.
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In the fifth 
century AD, Gunavarman 

of the royal house 
of Kashmir arrived on 

Sumatran shores. His first 
meeting with a queen

from the region would 
greatly impact the way 

the future would
shape up.

“Gunavarman spent 
time with the 
queen and her 

family, eventually 
converting her and, 
later, her son to 

Mahayana Buddhism.”

Just follow 
this noble eightfold path: 
right view, right aspiration, 
right speech, right action, 

right livelihood, right effort, 
right mindfulness, 

right concentration...

It is 
thought by 

many that this 
was the beginning 
of the Srivijaya 

Kingdom.



8 |

But extremely 
little is known about this 

kingdom. The earliest known 
reference to the Srivijaya kingdom 

is the Kedukan Bukit inscription 
found here in modern-day 

Palembang. It can be dated to 
the seventh century.

It might have been 
boats like these that were 

used to expand the Srivijaya 
kingdom and control the lucrative 

trade ports along most of 
Indonesia and other parts of 
South East Asia   effectively 
creating a trade monopoly 

in the region.
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“However, we do have
more concrete historical

records of what follows. By
the eighth century, Central Java
was controlled by the Buddhist

Sailendra dynasty.”

The Sailendras 
are most remembered

for their beautiful architecture,
especially the Borobodur 

Temple Complex.

“The journey of 
borobodur pilgrims 

begins at the foot of the 
monument and ascends 

to the top through 
three levels symbolic 

of Buddhist cosmology; 
Kamadhatu or the world 
of desire, Rupadhatu or 
the world of forms and 
finally Arupadhatu or the 
world of formlessness.”

“the architectural 
marvel that is the 

borobodur complex 
remains one of 

Indonesia’s greatest 
heritage sites.”
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“in the early ninth century, other 
states that developed hinduism 

had started emerging. The 
Prambanan temple is the largest 
Hindu temple of ancient Java. its 
first building was completed in 

the mid-ninth century. 

“Located east of Yogyakarta, it was 
dedicated to the Hindu Trimurti, 

namely Brahma, the creator, Vishnu 
the maintainer or preserver and Shiva

the destroyer or transformer.”

It was likely started 
by Rakai Pikatan as the 

Hindu Sanjaya Dynasty’s 
answer to the Buddhist 

Sailendra Dynasty’s 
Borobudur and Sewu 

temples nearby.”

“Between the tenth and fifteenth 
centuries, Eastern Java would witness 

the emergence of many  kingdoms trying 
to rival the Srivijaya Empire. Chief 

amongst these was the Hindu Buddhist 
Kingdom of Majapahit.”

One of the kingdoms 
closely associated with the 

later kingdom of Majapahit was 
the Kingdom of Kediri whose economy 
centered around agriculture and the 

spice trade. They collected spices from 
their tributaries in Kalimantan and the 

Moluccas which were then transported 
to the Mediterranean by Indian and 

Southeast Asian merchants. Kediri was 
also close to India culturally as many 

of its poets and scholars wrote 
literary works inspired by 

Hindu mythology, beliefs as well 
as the great Mahabharata 

and Ramayana epics.

“The Srivijaya Empire had strong 
connections with the Pala Empire of 
Bengal, and the Muara Jambi temple 

was in direct contact with the 
University of Nalanda, one of India’s 
oldest buddhist schools of higher 
knowledge. there exists a copper 

plate inscription from nalanda 
that highlights King Devapala of the 

Pala Empire building a buddhist 
monastery and granting villages on 
behalf of Maharaja Balaputradeva 

of Srivijaya. the inscription is 
currently housed at the indian 

museum in kolkata.”

Another great temple 
complex built in this period of 

Indonesian history was the Muara 
Jambi Complex. built between the seventh 

and the thirteenth Century along the Batang 
Hari River, it is believed that construction 

was begun by the Srivijaya Empire and 
finished by the Melayu Kingdom. as One of 

the world’s oldest temple complexes that 
have still remained in use, it is rumoured 

to have served as the capital of 
the Melayu kingdom 

in Jambi.



|11

Another great temple 
complex built in this period of 

Indonesian history was the Muara 
Jambi Complex. built between the seventh 

and the thirteenth Century along the Batang 
Hari River, it is believed that construction 

was begun by the Srivijaya Empire and 
finished by the Melayu Kingdom. as One of 

the world’s oldest temple complexes that 
have still remained in use, it is rumoured 

to have served as the capital of 
the Melayu kingdom 

in Jambi.

Since the
ninth century, 

the Srivijaya Empire 
had maintained healthy 
diplomatic relations 

with the Chola dynasty 
ruling over a vast 

kingdom in southern 
India.

“However, during the
 reign of Rajendra Chola I, 
relations began to rapidly

deteriorate. After the 
downfall of Palembang in 
1025, a number of smaller 

Sumatran kingdoms, including 
the Melayu Kingdom, started 
rising. By the 13 century, the 
light of the Srivijayan Empire 
had began to fade, and with 

the expansion of the Javanese 
kingdoms of Singhasari and 

Majapahit, it ceased to exist.”
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The interactions 
with the cholas brought 

about the creation of Kota Cina, 
a trading town north of Medan. 
Many Tamils remained in Sumatra. 
The Loba Tua inscription of 1088 

mentions a Tamil merchant guild in 
Barus, an ancient trading outpost 
in northern Sumatra. many Tamils 
assimilated with the Karo people 

and There are many Karo sub-clans 
that are visibly south Indian 

in origin, with many Karo 
traditions traceable back 

to Tamil culture.

“It is important to note that the Influence of 
Hinduism was not restricted to Srivijaya boundaries 

or times. The most recent example of this is the 
Arjuna Wijaya statue, unveiled in 1987 near the 

Monas square in Central Jakarta. The statue depicts 
the Mahabharatha hero Arjuna, going to war in a 

chariot driven by the Hindu god Krishna.”
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The earliest 
evidence of 

Hindu culture 
in Western Java 
dates back to 

the first 
century AD.

“In today’s Ujung Kulon National Park, stands a relic of a 
Ganesha statue on Mount Raksa. Between the first century 
AD till about the sixth century, this region was ruled by 
Indians, till power changed hands to Sumatran rulers.”

“From around the seventh century, 
there is evidence of Indian culture 
in Middle Java. Possibly the result 

of long continued or renewed 
immigration from Southern India, 

the oldest inscription is of Cangala 
in Kedu (732 AD). It refers to the 
home of the Hindu immigrants as 

Kunjarakunja-desa which has been 
identified as the hermitage of Rishi 

Agastya, a Hindu sage revered in 
Southern India.”

From about 
914 AD, we find the 

famous Belanjong pillar. 
The pillar was established 

by king Sri Kesari Warmadewa, 
the first king of the Balinese 

Warmadewa dynasty and 
bears a long inscription 

where the king describes 
his military campaign in the 
island. Interestingly, the 

inscriptions are in 
both Sanskrit 
and Balinese.
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For a long time, 
it was thought that 

Hinduism did not go further 
than Bali. however, the 

first Portuguese drawings 
of Indonesia from the 
sixteenth century show 
a Hindu temple as far 

east as Flores. 
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Let us now 
look at another 

epoch-making journey. 
A religion that first 
travelled from the 
coast of gujarat 

in india... 

...to the shores 
of Indonesia. I speak 
of Islam, Indonesia’s 

most dominant 
religion.

Today, Muslims 
constitute a majority in most of 

Indonesia. it is only in Bali that Hinduism is 
still the majority religion. while places such as 
Central Borneo, North Sumatra, the moluccas, 

Central Sulawesi and Lombok are mainly muslim, 
there exist tribes in the interiors who still 

follow Animist traditions that have been 
influenced by Hinduism.

But we do 
know that Islam 

came to Indonesia 
through the trade routes 
from India. The earliest 
accounts of Islam in the 
Indonesian archipelago 

can be traced to gujarati 
traders, tempted to come 
here due to its abundance 
of precious spices such 
as Nutmeg, Cloves and 

Galangal among 
others.



|17

“it was In the early 
thirteenth Century that 
Muslim missionaries and 
traders from Gujarat 

first landed.”

“There is an interesting tradition that was introduced by these early 
Indian Muslim immigrants in Padang in West Sumatra and continues 
even today. The “Serak Gulo” ritual sees the distribution of small 
sugar sachets of around 100 grams each, packed in cotton bags, 
from the rooftops of mosques. The festival signifies ‘spread of 

knowledge, goodwill, harmony and prosperity’.”

“Over time, Islam spread 
all over Indonesia. It is 
still unclear whether it 

was indigenous Indonesians 
coming in contact with 

Muslim traders that led 
to the spread of the 

religion, or whether it 
was the traders who 

settled in the archipelago 
and assimilated.”

“Some suggest that it 
was the nobility and 
ruling classes that 

first converted, quickly
spreading to the other 
classes who wanted 
to emulate the rich. 

What we do know is that 
the first ruler to be 

converted was  
Malik-ul-Salih, 

who died in 1397.”
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“By this time in 
India, the Mughals 
had ascended to
power. This was a 
time of immense
prosperity and 

high trade across
the world.”

“It was also a time when Islam was 
morphing and changing rapidly.”

“Sufi traditions had started to 
form all over India   a fascinating 

tradition that mixed elements 
of Islam and Hinduism forming 
a unique mysticism that spread 

throughout the country.”

“As sufism spread and strongly impacted the 
philosophies of Islam, more and more rulers in 

Indonesia got interested in it. Soon, it had spread 
to many parts of Indonesia, the region embracing 
the songs, the poetry, the art and the mysticism.”

“By the end of the thirteenth 
century, Islam had been 
established in Northern 

Sumatra and, by the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, among 

some  courts of coastal 
East and Central Java. By 
the sixteenth century, the 
followers of Hinduism and 

Buddhism were continuing to 
develop their cultures in bali.”
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This is 
the Kudus 

Mosque, one of 
the oldest Muslim 

monuments in 
Indonesia.

What is 
interesting to note 
is the use of older 

Indonesian architecture 
fused with Islamic 

traditions   only as far as 
the faith demanded. This 
can be seen in Gujarat’s 

Islamic traditions 
as well.

It is important to note that,  while 
populated by the largest number of Muslims 

in the world, the Indonesian Constitution provides 
“all persons the right to worship according to their own 

religion or belief”. This is another thing we 
have in common with India!
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“Let’s cut forward to the early 19th century ...”

In the 1870s, 
the Dutch began bringing 
Tamil labourers to their 
tobacco plantations in 
Northern Sumatra with 
promises of easy work 

and good pay. After arriving from 
places like Nagapattinam, 

Madras and Karrikal, the imported 
labourers found themselves 
in extremely harsh working 
conditions, given inadequate 

shelter and used for hard labour. 
Their main employer at this time 

was the Dutch company, Deli 
Maatschappij.
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Over the years, 
a lot of these workers 

managed to get back 
to India after their 

contracts expired. later, 
the Dutch Sumatran 
planters began using 
Javanese indentured 

labourers and stopped 
importing foreign 

labour.

During the 
same time, East Sumatra 

saw a heavy influx of Sikhs 
and Bengali Muslims, mostly 
as traders and guards. By 

the end of the 1940s, between 
5000 to 10,000 Tamils had 
made Tanah Deli (Sumatra) 

their permanent home, staying 
around Medan, Lubuk Pakam, 
Tebing Tinggi and Binjai while 

more than 5000 Punjabi 
Sikhs were involved in 

milk production 
in Sumatra. 
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“Remember the quote on the 
first page of this book?”

“That was from the legendary 
Bengali writer and poet, Nobel 
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore.”

“1927 saw the beginning 
of his love affair with 
the indonesian islands.”

It was in August that year that 
Tagore first visited Indonesia, landing in Batavia. It 

was here that he penned his ode to the island nation, 
entitled ‘To Java’. it commemorated the golden kinship of 

India and Indonesia, ending with a call to revive 
this relationship of sharing and 

mutual respect.
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“Tagore’s journey was part of his 
ongoing discovery of an Asian identity 

that stemmed from belonging to 
a common cradle of civilization.”

“In the process, the cultural 
icon discovered many art 

forms, like batik making and 
Javanese dance, that he 

brought back and incorporated 
into his school’s curriculum at 

Vishwa Bharathi University.”

“Elements from the 
traditional Javanese 

dance-drama 
artform have a 

huge role to play in 
modernizing Indian 

dance forms.”   
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“During the same trip, Tagore visited 
Ki Hadjwar Dewantara’s Taman Siswa school 
where his host hung his portrait in the main 

foyer or pendopo. Tagore and Dewantara 
are both considered the fathers of modern 
education in their respective countries and 
both promoted education as the primary 

instrument to obtaining independence 
from colonial forces.”

“Tagore’s Viswa Bharati University 
at Shantiniketan in Bolpour and 

Dewantoro’s Taman Siswa schools acted 
like sister schools, facilitating exchange 
programs. In fact, Tagore established 
a dedicated center to study Javanese 
culture at Shantiniketan, post his visit.”

“Tagore’s visit was reciprocated 
by Dewantara in 1932 when he 

visited Shantiniketan along with 
famous Indonesian painter, 
Affandi, and Dr. Iga Bagus 

Mantra. Today, if you visit the 
Borobudur museum, you will see 
the bust of Rabindranath Tagore, 
installed here to mark his 150th 

birth anniversary.”
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“Around World War II (1939 - 1945), 
the Allies decided to restrict 

Sumatran plantations from exporting 
their commodities to Japan, rerouting 
them to the USA and Britain. Retaliation 

came in the form of the Japanese 
occupation of Indonesia in 1942. ”

on one hand, this helped the 
nationalist cause of Indonesian 

independence from the Dutch, but 
on the other, it meant hardships 

for the locals at the hands 
of Japanese soldiers.
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“Around this time, Subash Chandra 
Bose’s Indian National Army began 

gaining momentum on an international 
scale, backed by the Japanese.”

“Many Indians from Medan and East Sumatra 
signed up and were sent to the Assam-Burma 
front In India. Their contribution to India’s 
freedom struggle cannot be understated.”
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“Firstly, they were also keen on independence 
from the British themselves. secondly, many 
of them were Muslim and empathized with 
their religious brothers across borders.”

“On August 17, 1945, prominent nationalist 
movement leader and the first Indonesian 
president Sukarno read the Proclamation 
of Indonesian Independence, declaring 

freedom from Dutch imperialism. however, 
The latter took four more years to 

concede defeat, officially acknowledging 
Indonesian independence only in 1949.” 

This led to 
a lot of desertions 
in the British Army, 

some of them joining 
the Indonesian freedom 

fighters and others 
joining an independent 

Indian lascar unit under 
the leadership 

of former boxer 
Young Sattar.

AT the end of 
the war, The first Allied 
forces to arrive on the 

Indonesian archipelago were 
British troops which included 

a large number of Indian 
soldiers. however, The Indian 
contingent were not happy, 
having to fight against the 

Indonesian freedom 
fighters.
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“There was another Indian 
figure who played a key role 

in helping Sukarno achieve 
Indonesian independence - 

former Odisha* chief minister 
Bijayananda Patnaik, better 

known as Biju Patnaik. 
His relationship with Indonesia 

is a story in itself ...”

*Odisha is an eastern state in india



*Brother 
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23rd January, 1947 ...

Your timing 
could not have 

been more 
auspicious, 
Mr. Patnaik.

You’re a father, 
Bung* Karno! 

Congratulations!
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I want you 
to name her.

Me... But... But 
I can’t...

I won’t 
take ‘no’ for an 

answer.

In honour 
of the beautiful 

rain, we will call her 
‘Meghavati’* From the 
Sanskrit word for 

rain clouds.
Meghavati... 

That’s a beautiful
name.

Megawati Sukarnoputri
grew up to be Indonesia’s first
and only woman president till
date, occupying office between

2001 and 2004. She is still
called Putri India by the older

generations in Indonesia.

*Originally, the name given was the original 
pronunciation. This was later changed to ‘Megawati’.
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New Delhi, July, 1947

Mr. Patnaik, I 
need you to fly 
to Indonesia 
immediately.

So what 
does nehru-ji 

need you 
to do?

We have to fly the 
Indonesian Prime Minister 

Sutan Sjahrir through the dutch 
blockade to INdia to attend the 

asian relations conference 
in delhi. 

I would like to 
thank the people of 
india for hosting this 

conference and letting 
the world know about 

what the dutch are doing in 
Indonesia right now. If it 
wasn’t for Pandit nehru’s 
commitment to our cause 
and Mr. Patnaik’s bravery, i 

would still be in 
indonesia under the 

dutch blockade. 

Later...
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For this heroic 
act, Biju Patnaik was later given 

honorary citizenship and the 
mahaputra award, the highest 

Indonesian civilian award that was 
rarely given to a foreigner. In 1996, 
on the occasion of Indonesia’s 50th

Independence Day, Patnaik was
awarded the Bintang Jasa Utama,

which is amongst the highest
military awards in 

the country.
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“As you may have figured out, 
another very instrumental 

figure in boosting modern-day 
Indian-Indonesian relations was 
the first Indian Prime Minister, 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.”

Under the guidance 
of Nehru, India was one of the first 

countries to accept Indonesian sovereignty, 
inviting President Sukarno and his wife Fatmawati 

as the chief guests for India’s first Republic 
Day celebrations in 1950. Nehru saw the Indonesian 

freedom struggle as a mirror of the Indian 
independence movement, both nations fending off 

western imperialists while celebrating 
rich cultural traditions that were more 

than a thousand years old.

“Although Nehru 
first visited the 

archipelago
in 1950 when 

he called Bali 
‘the morning of 
the world’, his 

relationship with 
Indonesia went

back almost 
twenty-five years.”
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“after Indian diplomat 
K.M. Pannikkar’s 

meeting with future 
Indonesian vice 

president Mohammed 
Hatta at the 1926 

Bierville ‘International 
Democratic Congress 
for Peace’, Nehru met 
with Hatta in February, 
1927, at the ’Congress 

against Imperialism and 
Colonialist Oppression’ 

in Brussels.”

“While Nehru tried his best to 
dissuade the British from using 

Indian soldiers against the Island 
nation, the indonesian government 

under Prime Minister Sjahrir 
showed their solidarity with the 

Indian cause by promising to send 
500,000 tonnes of rice to the 

famine-struck subcontinent in 1945, in 
spite of facing famines themselves.”
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Nehru 
organised 

the Asian Relations 
Conference in New
Delhi, conducted 

at Sapru House on 
Barakhamba Road, 

between March 23rd and 
April 2nd, 1947, where he 
spoke about the need 
to endorse both the 

Indian and Indonesian 
freedom 

struggles.

“In December 1949, following 
the second Dutch offensive on 

Indonesia, an enraged Nehru put
together an international 

conference specifically targeted
at addressing the Dutch problem.”

asian relations conference, 1947
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“The conference resolved to deny all facilities to Dutch 
shipping, and sent its resolutions to the UNited nations. 
Within a week, the u.n. Security Council resolved that 
a ceasefire be declared, and the Indonesian national 

government be restored. This was a huge step in 
securing Indonesian independence permanently and 

giving the cause legitimacy on a global scale.”
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“The newly 
independent nations of 
India and Indonesia, 
under the leadership 
of Nehru and Sukarno, 

were determined 
to never again be 

pawns in the constant 
battling between the 
larger Western and 

Eastern  blocs.”

In a bid to achieve 
this, the Bandung conference was 

hosted by Sukarno in 1955. Here, the leaders 
of Egypt, China, Vietnam, Burma, Cambodia, 

yugoslavia and Ghana joined the indian prime 
minister and the Indonesian President, declaring 
themselves neutral in the ongoing Cold War and 

promising to promote international 
co-operation and peace.

bandung conference, 1955
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“In 1961, the ‘Conference of Heads of State or Governments of Non-Aligned 
Countries’ was conducted under the leadership of the following...”

Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

of India

President 
Sukarno 

of Indonesia

President 
Josip Broz Tito
of Yugoslavia

President 
Gamal Abdel 

Nasser 
of EgyptPresident 

Kwame Nkrumah
of Ghana.

“These were the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned Movement 
and their actions came to be called ‘The Initiative of Five’.”

This conference 
and the Non-Aligned 

Movement were some of the 
lasting legacies of both President 
Sukarno and Prime Minister Nehru. 

They showed the world the might and 
resolve of these two young nations to 
stand up for themselves and not get 

caught in a war that was playing 
out between countries that 

lay continents away.
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Which 
brings us to the 
final part of our 
journey, where 
we stand now. In 1949, when 

the capital was still in 
Yogyakarta, India was one of 
the earliest countries to set 
up a diplomatic mission here. 
In fact, India was the very 
first country to recognize 

independent Indonesia.

This spirit 
has transcended 

the decades that have 
passed between then 

and now. Indonesia and 
India have meticulously 

built a strategic 
partnership and good 
will that has benefited 

both countries 
immensely.

In fact, since the 
year 2000, there have been as 

many as ten bilateral meetings between 
Indian and Indonesian heads of state 

to discuss ties between the 
two Nations.
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“Jakarta, January 11,
2001. President 
Abdurramahman

Wahid met with then 
Prime Minister of India, 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee.”

“President Megawati
Sukarnoputri with 

Prime Minister
Vajpayee at the 

ASEAN-India
Summit at Bali, 
Indonesia, on

October 8, 2003”

“Post the terrible tsunami 
in 2004, India was the 

first to arrive in Banda Aceh 
with relief measures. As 
part of the Indian Navy’s 

Indonesian rescue mission 
‘Operation Gambhir’, two 

Indian Navy warships were 
deployed of which one was 
converted into a makeshift 
hospital and the other used 
for carrying supplies and 

housing relief camps.”

“In 2005, during his visit to India, President Yudhoyono and Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh announced a strategic partnership 
between India and Indonesia. Again, in 2011, when President 

Yudhoyono was chief guest at the Indian Republic Day parade, our 
partnership was broadened in areas such as economy, political, 

defence, people to people contacts and facing common challenges. 
The two leaders met again in 2013, reaffirming the partnership.”
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“We know the importance of the ASEAN in our region. However, 
it is of interest that India is one of the strongest partners 
to the group. Indonesia has always played a strong role in 

fostering this. To mark the 20th anniversary of the ASEAN-India 
dialogue partnership and the 10th anniversary of ASEAN-India 

Summit-level partnership, India hosted a special conference in 
New Delhi, which was attended by President Yudhoyono.”

“On 13 November, 2014, on the sidelines of the 25th 

Asean Summit in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, President 
Joko Widodo met Prime Minister Narendra Modi.”

Indonesia-
India trade and 
investment ties 

have always been 
strong.

we are two 
countries with large 
young populations. We 
share a common view 
of our challenges. We 

have a mutual interest in 
peace and stability in our 
region for the economic 

development of 
our people.
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In 2013-14, 
India-Indonesia trade 

was valued at a record 
$20.10 billion. India imports the 
highest amount of palm oil from 

Indonesia, and buys many other products 
in coal, minerals, rubber, pulp and paper 

and hydrocarbons reserves. India, in 
turn, exports Petroleum products, maize, 
commercial vehicles, telecommunication 

equipment, oil seeds, animal feed, 
cotton, steel products and plastics 

to Indonesia. The target for 
bilateral trade is to reach 

$25 billion soon.

Indian companies, 
like Godrej Indonesia, have 
made strong forays into the 
Indonesian markets and have 

become a part of the Indonesian 
story. In fact, indian companies 

have investments of about 
$15 billion in various 

sectors.

“On 18 July, 2012, the India Business Forum was initiated by the Indian 
Embassy in Indonesia. The Forum brought together Indian CEOs, 

entrepreneurs and professionals in Indonesia for a concerted effort 
towards an enhanced economic engagement with Indonesia. the forum 

also visits Indonesian provinces to enhance trade & Investments” 
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However, as we 
all know, economic, 
strategic and Human 

Resource Development 
partnerships are not what 

make an eternal bond 
like the one India and 

Indonesia share.

Human Resource Development 
and capacity building are important elements of 

the relationship. India offers more than 100 scholarships for 
study in Indian universities through ICCR, Training scholarships 

under the 50-year old prestigious ITEC Programme and many other 
under the India-ASEAN Cooperation. India has also established 
Vocational Training Centres in Jakarta and Banda Aceh. ‘India 

Corners’ have been established in many universities, with 
Indian books and digital materials.

“Which is why the Indian 
Cultural Centres in 

Jakarta and Bali have 
become focal points 
in cultural exchanges 

between the countries.”

“The Indian diaspora in Indonesia is a good bridge between 
India and Indonesia. The Indian Embassy in Indonesia 
engages with them through the India Cultural Forum.”

“Between January and 
june 2015, the Embassy 
of India presented a 

cultural exposition that is 
unprecedented   Sahabat 
India   a slice of India in 

Indonesia. It is a peek into 
India’s social, economic 

and cultural life, bringing 
folk dances, dance-dramas, 

puppet shows, musical 
shows, exhibitions, seminars, 
mall promotions, screening 

of Bollywood cinema, 
documentaries and the like 

to Jakarta And 16 other 
Indonesian cities.”“The Embassy of India also proudly brings to 

Indonesia some of the Indian Government’s major 
social initiatives such as ‘Make In India’ (to encourage 

companies to manufacture their products in India), 
‘Yoga day’ (on 21 June, to celebrate the values of yoga 

and its impact on health), ‘Swachh Bharat’ (to encourage 
the cleanliness of streets, roads and infrastructure) 
and ‘Digital India’ (to transform India into a digitally 

empowered society and knowledge economy).”

The Cultural 
Centres have regularly 

hosted exchanges 
from India in spaces as 
wide as performing art, 
fine art, cinema, music, 
dance and lectures.

Further, ideas 
such as Slice of India, 

which showcases Indian 
culture in universities 
across Indonesia, add 

flavour to this 
exchange.
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“When two cultures have exchanged such deep 
understanding and history, they are bound together 
through time and geography. These journeys that we 

have talked about, the love that our peoples have shared, 
the art and culture exchanged, just as they have been 

forged,  will live on for thousands of years.”

Just like the Ramayana and 
the Mahabharata have lived on in Wayang 

or shadow theatre   even though the religious aspect 
of the epics have slowly eroded   the cultural, 

historical, economic and strategic partnership between 
India and Indonesia will continue. Both these great 

cultures will have a deep effect on each 
others future, just as they have 

had in their past.
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“As our shores become closer with modern technology 
and communications, we must remember all the footsteps 

of our ancestors and our joint histories. We must 
celebrate the love our peoples have for each other and 

All the boats that have sailed from shore to shore...”

“As all great journeys 
do, ours continues...

into a glorious future. 
India and Indonesia, 

hand in hand.”
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